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Resources on Biblical Faith and Scientific Inquire 
Book Reference
The Lost World of Genesis One: Ancient Cosmology and the Origins Debate

John Walton, 2009, IVP Academic

"This book presents a profoundly important new analysis of the meaning of Genesis. Digging deeply into the original Hebrew language and the culture of the people of Israel in Old Testament times, respected scholar John Walton argues convincingly that Genesis was intended to describe the creation of the functions of the cosmos, not its material nature. In the process, he elevates Scripture to a new level of respectful understanding, and eliminates any conflict between scientific and scriptural descriptions of origins." ----Francis S. Collins, head of the Human Genome Project and author of The Language of God

Important statements:
Three big questions that are vital to be able to answer in today’s world – as people of biblical faith:

What does it mean to be a human being from the point of view of biblical faith?  

How does biblical faith help to make sense of human suffering?

How does modern science relate to biblical faith?
Nicene Creed:

We believe in one God the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible…

Genesis 1:1  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

John 1:1-3  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God … All things were made through him…

Biblical Faith and Scientific Inquire are not enemies but friends!

Athenasius – “On the Incarnation” (3rd- 4th  cent.) 

“The first fact that you must grasp is this.  The renewal of creation (its salvation) has been wrought by the self-same Word Who made it in the beginning.”  (Creation’s renewal comes by Creation’s Maker!)

Gen. 1  is in the language of ancient cosmology not modern science. 

The Bible isn’t written TO us even thought it is written FOR us.

So we have to ENTER the culture.  

One key way is to understand the literature of the Ancient world- specifically the cosmology stories

Creation myths.  (sometimes discussed to show how all religions are the same – but really in the Bible’s case it shows just the opposite.  Very valuable!)

Gen.1 is describing the way the parts of creation function, bringing order out of Chaos. 
(The way things are to function – not the material make-up or exact way they came into being.) 
Illustration: When we go to a theatre – we’re more interested in the story that was created that uses the set design than we are about the material properties of the stage or curtains.  Genesis one is about the creation of the Drama and what it means  not the how or when of the material décor.
“Create” (Ba-ra) speaks of God fashioning something of value and delight out of material that is initially shapeless and barren. It’s “filling in;” making it functional.

In Gen. 1 the world is being given its functions as God’s temple, where he has taken up his residence and from where he runs the cosmos for his people. This world is God’s headquarters!

This is called the “cosmic temple” view of Gen. 1 
And in the Ancient world – it provided the people of Israel with a direct confrontation to the origin stories that were the assumed way of thinking about the world in that time.

“Gen. 1 can be seen as a 7 day inauguration of the cosmic temple, setting up its functions for the benefit of humanity, with God dwelling in relationship with his creatures.”  (Walton, p. 163)

Other scholars see the seven days in poetic or liturgical terms: A “Majestic Festive overture (musical intro or liturgy)  It’s a Salvation history – not a scientific explanation!
Gen.1 is not explaining or critiquing modern science; to try to make it so is to change the meaning; be less literal; less accurate.

To insist as many well meaning Christians have sought to do.  That the only true interpretation of Gen. 1 is  to explain the science of how the material creation happened [e.g. a Young Earth – 24 hr day view ] is not only not necessary for the proper reading of Gen 1 – it is a less literal and less accurate understanding of the text.  It is seeking to squeeze the language of ancient cosmology and Hebrew language into terminology of modern science.  It does not do justice to rules of biblical interp. It has done much to lead into the stereotype that the New Atheism would like to apply to all people of biblical faith!
Walton: “Science cannot offer an un-biblical view of material origins because there IS NO Biblical view of material origins!  All we can say is that WHATEVER HAPPENED – WHENEVER IT HAPPENED – HOWEVER IT HAPPENED – GOD DID IT!”
What science has to offer concerning the HOW [the descriptive mechanisms] of material origins can be explored without offense to the biblical affirmations of Gen. 1

It’s about God as the One who is in charge and focused on loving his creation and fulfilling  his purposes for humankind.

Many implications:

Empirical science should remain neutral on questions of purpose or the way God may have put the functions of the world together which is the faith question of Genesis. This is outside of the realm of true science.
This also means that discussions of Genesis don’t fit in a science classroom since it is not neutral on questions of goal and purpose. (Walton has great discussions for classroom teachers and parents.)

The origins discussion of non-material nature should happen in other subjects.

Those who hold to evolutionary science must not be allowed to impose their non-material conclusions onto the science classroom either. (Dawkins – anyone who believes in a God is = to someone who denies the Holocaust! Philosophical naturalism (the bare world of the senses is all there is) can’t be permitted to be pushed or evolutionary theories overstated in the name of objective science. 

Christians who hold to a  7 – 24 hr. day Young earth creationism as objective science and the only Christian view should not make it a goal impose this view into a science classroom. To hold to this view is often what pushes evolutionists to be even more dogmatic.

This view is not the most literal reading of Gen. 1 if indeed Walton and most other evangelical biblical scholars are right in saying we need to read Gen. 1 in the cultural context of the ancient world.

For those who hold to the integrity of Scripture – the descriptive mechanisms of evolutionary science can be evaluated on their own merits and need not be any more problematic for our theology that the mechanisms of meteorology or other natural science!!

When a scientist speaks against something that is a part of biblical ethics – he or she must honestly acknowledge that they are combining two disciplines – biology and ethics (2 kinds of knowing – 2 kinds of understanding) – it’s not just about science.  It is a philosophical or theological issue. Science is not the only decision-maker for society.

There is no contradiction for a scientist being a person of biblical faith;         

it is a false dilemma requiring a false choice! 

For Christian students – we need to re-energize them to not fear scientific inquire and to diffuse the origins debates by a more accurate interpretation of Genesis.  To infer that we have to choose between biblical faith and scientific inquire is a false choice!!

“The only question worth asking is whether or not the universe is God’s.  If the answer is YES! Then why get so excited about how? The important thing is that we are God’s - created in love…

God’s method of creation…is not where my faith is centered.   Madeleine L’Engle

Worship with reverence and awe the Lord of all Creation (and study!)  knowing that, “The world is charged with the grandeur of God!”   (Gerald Manley Hopkins)
