Membership at Christ Church
Some Common Questions Answered

Q – Why become a “member?”  Why not just be committed and serve?  

A – We are not committed because we become a member.  We become a member BECAUSE we are committed to Christ and His mission here!  We are all called to be part of the local expression of the church.  We need shepherds and shepherds need to know their flocks.  Active membership can help us to move from the vagueness of good intentions to committed participation.  It’s part of being “devoted.”  Membership is a way of saying, “I’m on the team!  I share the vision! I’m here to serve with you!”  “I bring who I am – my gifts and my needs – to this community!”
As Active Members, we take “ownership” for the healthiness of the church.  We live out mutual responsibility and accountability toward one another.  The New Testament gives accounts of the church making decisions, affirming gifts and leadership offices, and exercising good discipline toward those needing correction, reproof, encouragement and restoration.  We need one another and membership is one way of saying, “We are at each other’s disposal.  We’re committed to one another!”
Q - What is the main reason for moving to a yearly membership covenant concept?
A – It’s all about being more intentional and responsible for our own growth – putting feet on good intentions to “be the church!”  The yearly re-affirmation of mission, beliefs and values is a positive and clarifying process for all of us.  Working through the Personal Spiritual Formation Plan is an intensely practical way to be determined in our growth.
Q – Am I a new member simply by affirming the Membership Covenant?

A – No.  This begins a more personal discussion with our church leaders. You will be invited to discuss any questions you may have.  You will need to attend one of our new member gatherings to meet our Elders so they can briefly hear your story of faith. New members will then be welcomed during a worship service.
Q – Are there other things that only apply to ‘members?’
A - We understandably require that individuals be active members if serving in a teaching capacity, leading a ministry team, or being on staff.  Though everyone is invited to Congregational Meetings, only active members can vote on decisions such as the budget, calling a Pastor, affirming officers, and other major congregational decisions.

Q – Is there any difference in membership if I attend a different campus, i.e. Christ Church, North Kingstown?

A – No.  We’re One Church, Many Communities.
Q – Is November the only time I can affirm the Membership Covenant?

A -  No.  We will have a class or seminar version part way through the year.  
