Sunday July 25 
“Putting Feet on Good Intentions:

The Call to Responsibility”
INTRO

F. Buechner    
“Jesus made his (original) church out of HUMAN BEINGS (with all our frailty and mess-ups) w. more  or less the  same mixture in them …of selfishness and generosity, of openness of heart and sheer cussedness as you would be apt to find in any of us.  The reason he made his church out of human beings is that human beings were all there was to make it out of.  In fact, as far as I know, human beings are all there is to make it out of still.”  

(re: Last week on re-imagining our work– “(Jesus) didn’t so much call them out of their ordinary lives as he called them out of believing - that ordinary life is ordinary…(No - this) life is extraordinary!”

“We are called to be not just human beings but human beings open to the possibility of being transformed by the grace of God as it comes to us...”

Scripture  
Eph 4:1-16 -  …we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.  (NLT)

1 Cor 12:12-14 is an important cross reference.  
 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body— Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14For the body does not consist of one member but of many.  
The Apostle Paul paints a picture of the church as the Body of Christ
Contrasts Head and body / One Body and many members / One Body and Diverse parts/ Whole Body and held together by various joints/ whole Body grows as each part is working properly.

Christ is the Source – the whole Community has roles and responsibilities – the individual has roles and responsibilities.
Jesus is committed to the growth & maturity of His Body; 
the “Building up” of His Body.

He’s the source and Energy but He does this in synergy with us – 
We’re not passive spectators - we have responsibilities for feeding and growing ourselves..
We’re calling this last sermon in our series on “I am the Church” 
PUTTING FEET ON GOOD INTENTIONS – THE CALL TO RESPONSIBILITY 
What do we mean by ” putting feet on good intentions?”
We can all think of examples.
Let me illustrate - As I get older – certain things I need to do for my body  (eat, exercise, sleep)

Anything I really want to do requires that I go beyond just wishful thinking or even dreaming.

Agreeing it’s good doesn’t make it so.  You can tell how you’re doing when you’re tested.
If I want to get in better shape – make space to go to the gym or walk, control my eating; get adequate rest. Etc)
There’s a difference between having good intentions and getting things done. In any arena – 
WHY DO WE THINKTHE SPIRITUAL LIFE IS DIFFERENT ?  

Again no dualism here of body and spirit – we’re whole people
**1 Cor 9:24-27 –“ I discipline my body and make it my slave…”  
If I want to learn more about the Bible – it won’t happen by putting it under my pillow.
We are called to a synergistic relationship with God’s Spirit who is everywhere present and fills all things.
John Maxwell – Leadership author and pastor
“It’s been said that there are two kinds of people in life: those who make things happen and those who wonder what happened…”
What you do with your future means the difference between 
leaving a track record and leaving a legacy.”  

(Kouzes and Posner)
“Legacies aren’t the result of wishful thinking.  They’re the result of determined doing.” 

---------
We want to present an exciting new way to help us all take “I am the Church” to an intensely practical level! TO GO BEYOND WISHFUL THINKING – TO DETERMINED DOING.

We usually HAVE good intentions – we want to honor Christ and make a difference in people’s lives; we want our passions to be used for Christ and not be ruled by our passions.  We want to live in God’s value system – not squeezed into the world’s mold of counterfeit gods…

How can we cooperate with God to go beyond good intentions?
What should it mean to be a Member of a church community? 
Here’s my tough task right out of the gate…. All the images in your heads of this word “Member!”
NT  uses the term “Members of one another” as we saw in 1 Cor. 12
Think biblically - outside of the human organization box.
Different viewpoints and backgrounds among us
Some - No formal membership – “joining” a church has absolutely not appeal to it – as usually imagined.
Some – background of “Register in the parish”  (doesn’t apply to a church like CC)
Some - A Class being informed about the church –  explain my story of faith to the leaders - now I’m a member. All good intentioned and helpful for many.
Here at CC - We have had a concept of membership that meant members were Active resident members at CC (not members forever) but still it was often seen as more of an end to consider than an intentional beginning.  
And we haven’t had a sense of on-going affirmation or setting new goals for growth and service each year.  Teams, businesses, schools, health clubs routinely do this but not usually the church – even though Jesus call to discipleship is to being lifelong learners – spiritual athletes.
*SO About 6 +  months ago – many of us began to wrestle with imagining a different way that better reflected Jesus way of discipleship – of being more intentional about following Him.
How does our mission of” building Compassionate Christian Communities that transform lives and bring hope to the world” -really happen??  How do we cooperate with God to make it happen?
One thing I hope we can all agree on:

Jesus’ picture of His church is 

Not about organization primarily - but about an organism – Life! 

It’s Not about being on a list – it’s doing life together! 
And making a difference in the lives of others!

*Another concern was that many younger people or college students or military personnel were reluctant to see themselves as integral part of the church – you are involved – maybe campus ministry – youth group, Sanctuary, outreach events.  But for many, the sense is not MY CHURCH.  why not?? 
Perhaps a lack of being clear what that really means. 

*AND then I also meet people every week - many of you have been here for some time (I know because I have to keep asking your name – not your fault! - – you’re convinced this is where you should be.  You understand and believe the core values and beliefs of CC; you are getting involved and you are ready to take ownership of the vision and mission. 

“ IT’S TIME TO SAY MY CHURCH; NOT YOUR CHURCH.”  What’s the next step??
So if you’re committed – we want to encourage you to let that be known so we can do a better job on our end of shepherding and equipping and supporting you in your ministry and growth.  

W don’t expect ’the church’ to do it for us – but need to be equipped.
[PLEASE NOTE:  Many come to CC needing some time and space - a safe place –
 some of you have needed time to heal – maybe from a toxic church experience.

Some of you are investigating your faith – It’s all brand new! Some of you are in that place of  jumpstarting or RE-starting your faith - and just need to be – be in worship – learning, serving, build new relationships, etc. and you may feel a need to  be anonymous for a while. 
THAT’S ABSOLUTELY OK!

We want to be that place – this isn’t about pressure or hurrying ourselves into commitments.]

SO - We’ve decided to add a 2 MISSING INGREDIENTS
Clear steps of commitment and action – 2 ways  that help us be more active rather than passive in our Christian lives…to have a mindset that never stops growing, assessing, going deeper.
2 brochures we’ve written –look at them with me.  (Note PDF’s on website)
Membership Covenant… 
Personal Spiritual Formation Plan 
First the Membership Covenant brochure:
Why this word Covenant?  – A covenant is a mutual agreement and commitment between people.  In the Bible – Major Covenants initiated and administered by God  (Abraham, Moses, David, New Covenant promised in Christ.)  but also people like Jonathan and David made a covenant of loyalty and friendship… Job made a covenant with his eyes to be pure…the Israelites coming back from captivity of Babylon make a covenant of their intentions to renew their commitment to the neglected Law of God.
A covenant in this sense is a mutual commitment where all involved trust God and work together to fulfill the purpose.
3 PARTS 
1. Statements – Mission, Core Values from Scripture, and Core Beliefs 
This is the core – the essentials that unite us as part of the Church of Jesus Christ.  Part of our DNA
Statements of what is most important.
Our Mission Statement (which we encourage all to memorize)

Our Core Values define us  
We want people to be able to say – that’s what unity should look like

That’s what compassion looks like in action – that’s what servant leaders do… etc.

Our Core Beliefs
You need to know what we believe as a church

This is our core

We are committed to it
Amidst all the divisions – we are right in the middle of the Great Tradition

Paul in Eph 4 – One faith…
NOTE: This is what remains constant across all our communities, campuses/ sites, and ministries.

2ND – HERE’S THE Covenant part

THE COMMITMENT OF THE CC COMMUNITY TO YOU
This is the commitment of your recognized and appointed leaders – this is what you should be able to expect- what we want to be held to. 
3RD – YOUR COMMITMENT AND RESPONSE
Here’s what is expected of a member of this church

Confession of our Faith
Commitment to Christ and His Church – what that means in practical terms.
Baptism is a requirement for membership – you may have questions – now’s a great time to ask.
I want you to know I and your other leaders are committed to this for ourselves and to help equip everyone who is a part of CC.
WHY A PIECE OF PAPER – WHY A COVENANT

BECAUSE PART OF BEING IN COMMUNIITY is knowing one another and being known

We want to do a better job of shepherding one another.

This tear-off has 3 places to check – only check one – Potentially everyone can check one of these – unless you’re visiting from out of town.
a. If you are already an “official” member of CC – you are not being asked to re-do membership;

You are being asked to “Re-boot” yourself – to complete the response card so we have updated info and to evaluate where you are – to re-affirm your commitment to the mission, core values, and core beliefs of CC and prayerfully go through the Personal Spiritual Formation Plan.  
You can do that right away and turn it in to a greeter or in the wooden box at the Welcome Center in the Community Room.  Or you can bring to your small group or mail in – bring next week or mail it to the office.  We ask that all current members complete this step if you are continuing as members – during the month of November.
b. If you are Newly committing to this church – tear off the Response card and check the 2nd box – 
“I affirm the annual Membership Covenant for the first time”. 
Turn it in any time over the next 4 weeks. 

Here’s what will happen – you’ll get a personal response – one of our staff, elders, pastors will personally contact you – see if any other questions, invite you to a gathering where you can meet the Elders and they can meet you – hear something of your story and journey – share some food and fellowship together.  Again the SFP is a way to take next steps in your growth – 
and you can discuss that plan with anyone of us -  our staff and elders are listed on the back.
c. For those of you not ready to take the step of a Membership Covenant 

you may have questions – you are brand new to the church or to the Christian faith. You may just need to talk.  Check that and again – make sure we have your contact information so you are benefiting from what the church has available to help you grow.

LOOKING AT THE PERSONAL SPIRITUAL FORMATION PLAN – 
THE GRAY BROCHURE 
Each area – Connecting to God, The Church Community, and to the World in Need 

has 2 sections for evaluation: where am I now; goals for the coming year.  We encourage all of us to make just 1 goal in each area for the year ahead.
This Plan is between you and God.

You may want to share all or part of it with family members, friends, small group members, etc. for prayer and support and follow-through.
The last section of this SFP – is Good Stewardship and includes a summary of biblical principles.
The next 2 weeks we are doing 2 week mini-series on Good Stewardship – we are in Economic tough times that highlight the need for a God-perspective on our economic life.  What does the Bible teach throughout the story we find ourselves in.  We want this to be intensely practical.  We will summarize our quarterly financial report of where we are as a church and how we together are seeking to be good stewards.  We all need God’s values and wisdom for these challenging times.  
So - Here’s my vision:

Let me share another part of my vision for all this.

I want to make November and Advent be a time in the church year where I prayerfully assess where I am in these 3 areas as well as my financial stewardship – and make 1 goal in each area.  We do this as Elders.  Just as we look more deeply at our spiritual lives leading up to Easter – so I want to see us have this time leading up to Advent and Christmas be a time of searching our hearts and affirming or re-affirming our commitment to connect to God, to Christ’s Church in this place, and to making a difference in the broken world around us.  

We want every active follower of Christ who calls CC their home – college students, high schoolers military, short assignment or long term resident… EVERYBODY to be actively growing – putting feet on your intentions  in this church as long as you’re here in this church.

[And let me add - if  you’re called away or move – I want you to be intense about the priority of plugging in to a new church community where you can grow and serve and support the mission of Christ in that new place.  You can always have deep and loving roots and relationships here – but we should always get busy where we are - “Bloom where you’re planted!”]

Here’s the Big Idea

Christ is growing His Body; each of us has responsibility to mature and fulfill our calling so the whole church can be built up in love.
Benediction – Eph 3:20-21 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

